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Professor Ramsay's statements on the condition of the texts of the 
Dramatists, they are true only of English editions. 

2. The second defect in Professor Ramsay's book is a radical one, 
and seriously lessens its value as a practical work. He expresses his 
obligations to the Aristarchus of Vossius, from which he has taken 
many of his materials. But unfortunately in the use of these materials 
Professor Ramsay employs the loosest kind of criticism. To him the 
Bipont editors are invested with a halo of awful majesty. The names of 
Heinsius and Burman (as he spells it) are unanswerable arguments. 
On Juvenal he appeals to Ruperti. Many phenomena are proved by 
spurious readings from Lucretius. No reliance, therefore, can be 
placed on the mass of his deductions, and pupils who use his book will 
load their memories with much that they will have to unlearn. For 
judicious teachers, who can discriminate between the true and the false, 
and erase the many erroneous examples, the Manual may not be with- 
out its use. But it is a bad book for boys who cannot thus discriminate 
remota erroris nebula. 



11. — Vicissitudes of Families, and other Essays. By Sir Bernard 
Burke, Ulster King of Arms. London : Longman, Green, Long- 
man, and Roberts. 1859. 12mo. pp. 437. 

This volume belongs to a class of works which are both interesting 
and suggestive, though they add little of positive value to the historical 
knowledge of the reader. It comprises six essays on topics connected 
with English history and genealogy, by a writer who is well known on 
both sides of the Atlantic for his numerous contributions to these 
studies. Of the papers now published, the first and longest relates to 
the strange vicissitudes of fortune in the histories of the Percys, Ne- 
villes, Stuarts, Cromwells, and other English, Scotch, and Irish families 
of historical celebrity, and includes many striking illustrations of the 
instability of all things human. Following this we have a brief and 
instructive paper on the Landmarks of Genealogy, embodying much 
information in regard to the various sources from which the details of 
family history may be most readily obtained. The third paper is en- 
titled " The Double Sojourn of Genius at Beaconsfield," and contains 
a brief notice of the country life of Waller and Edmund Burke. The 
next essay contains some pleasant Recollections of English Counties, 
with notices of many of the most noted castles, baronial halls, and 
other places of historic interest. From this we pass to an excellent 
paper on Heraldry, explaining to the unlearned reader its various de- 
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vices, and throwing much light on the subject of armorial bearings, 
quarterings, and the like. The last paper is a short review of the 
Marquis of Kildare's historical account of his ancestors, the Geraldines. 
From this enumeration of his subjects it will be seen that the author 
has produced a work of limited interest indeed, but one which com- 
prises much information not readily to be obtained in any similar 
volume. 



12. — Twelve Years of a Soldier's Life in India: being Extracts from 
the Letters of the late Major W. S. R. Hodson, B. A., Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, First Bengal European Fusileers, Commandant of 
Hodson's Horse. Including a Personal Narrative of the Siege of 
Delhi and Capture of the King and Princes. Edited by his Brother, 
the Rev. George H. Hodson, M. A., Senior Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. From the Third and enlarged English Edi- 
tion. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1860. 12mo. pp. 444. 

Nowhere else have courage, energy, and perseverance been more 
conspicuously exhibited than among the English in India ; and few 
persons there have acquired a higher reputation for these qualities 
than the subject of this memoir. Born in March, 1821, he went to 
Rugby when he was fourteen years old, and remained there until he 
was nineteen. He was then entered of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and was graduated in 1844. In the autumn of the following year 
he entered the military service of the East India Company, and 
sailed for Calcutta. His first employment was in the war against the 
Sikhs, where he displayed much courage ; but on the annexation of the 
Punjaub he was transferred from the military to the civil service, in 
which he continued for two years. He was then married, and about 
the same time he was appointed to the command of the Guides, the 
corps in which he had first attracted notice. Reverses, however, soon 
clouded his prospects, and some unfounded charges were brought against 
him which occasioned him much trouble, though he was at length 
wholly exonerated from them. When the mutiny of 1857 broke out 
his regiment was ordered to march to Delhi, and in the campaign which 
followed he acquired his chief fame. The record of his services dur- 
ing this period fills about half of the volume, and is crowded with bril- 
liant exploits. His death occurred on the 12th of March, 1858, from 
a wound received the day before in an attack on the Begum's Palace 
at Lucknow. 

Throughout the volume the editor has confined himself almost ex- 



